
Joseph E. Brenner, M.A., CPATH Director, is a nationally
recognized educator and an effective advocate for public policies
and private sector initiatives to promote social and economic
justice. Working with the Service Employees International Union,
he was instrumental in promoting and preserving public health
standards and programs across the United States. As national
education director for the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and
Joiners of America, he provided strategic and programmatic
assistance to unions nationally. As Assistant Executive Director of
an AFL-CIO Central Labor Council, Joe Brenner launched an
innovative, successful, nationally recognized collaborative multi-
union organizing effort that won union organizational rights for
thousands of workers at the San Francisco International Airport, and
served as a model for organizing campaigns across the nation. He
has also directed the implementation of organizing efforts, linking
organized labor and community efforts to win public policy
initiatives that will result in the equitable distribution of economic
development activities, including the promotion of standards to
protect the rights of workers, the creation of affordable housing, and
the creation of family wage jobs. He was principle author of the
section on labor in the Fact-Finding Mission report on privatization
of water in Ghana, and has written on cross-border communications
between Mexico and the U.S. following the implementation of
NAFTA. He holds a Masters Degree from the School of
International Service at American University.

Luca Fanelli, who received his M.A. in history at the University of
Turin, wrote The Choice for Land. Study of a Rural Settlement of the
Movimento Sem Terra in Brazil, published in Italy. Besides the
peasant movement and rural development studies, he has written
articles on the matter of using photography as historical source.

Richard L. Harris is Professor of Global Studies and World
Languages and Cultures at California State University, Monterey
Bay. He holds a Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of
California, Los Angeles, and has taught, carried out research, and
directed programs at various universities, including the University
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of California, Harvard University, California State University, the
Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana in Mexico City, the
Universidad de Chile, the Universidad Nacional de Santiago del
Estero in Argentina, and the University of Ibadan in Nigeria. He is
one of the coordinating editors of Latin American Perspectives and
the Editor of the Journal of Developing Societies. Professor Harris
has published books, monographs and journal articles on African
politics, Latin American politics, the politics of the Third World,
revolutionary change, socialism and democracy.

Robert Huesca (Ph.D. Ohio State University) is Associate
Professor in the Department of Communication at Trinity
University in San Antonio, Texas. His research interests include
alternative media and participatory communication for social
change. His research on international and development
communication issues has been published in a number of books and
journals, including Communication Studies, Gazette, Journal of
Communication, Media, Culture & Society, and the Handbook of
International and Intercultural Communication.

Jorge Nef is Professor of Latin American, Caribbean and Latino
Studies, and Political Science at the University of South Florida
(USF) in Tampa and has been Professor of Politics, International
Development and Rural Extension Studies at the University of
Guelph. A graduate of the University of Chile and a Ph.D. in
Political Science (UCSB), he has been a Visiting Professor in many
Canadian and foreign universities and institutes. He has done work
in a wide array of subjects: development, democratization,
administrative reform, international relations, technology, food
security, ethics, violence, and human rights. He has been Vice
President of the Chilean College of Public Administrators and
President of the Canadian Association of Latin American and
Caribbean Studies (CALACS), and the recipient of numerous
teaching awards. 

His has written over a dozen books and monographs, and
edited collections, while contributing over one hundred articles to
refereed journals, edited books and to other national and
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international publications. His book Human Security and Mutual
Vulnerability appeared in 1999. He has worked with national and
international development agencies in Latin America and the
Pacific. He has been the Director of the School of Government,
Public Administration and Political Science at the University of
Chile and is currently the Director of Latin American, Caribbean
and Latino Studies at USF.

Roy C. Nelson, an Associate Professor of International Studies at
Thunderbird, the Garvin School of International Management,
received his B.A. in International Relations with honors from
Stanford University. He has an M.A. in International Relations from
Yale University, and an M.A. and Ph.D. in Government from
Cornell University.  He has published articles in a number of
journals as well as a book, Industrialization and Political Affinity:
Industrial Policy in Brazil (Routledge 1995). He is currently
working on a comparative study of investment promotion programs
in developing countries.

Gary Prevost is a professor and former chair in the Department of
Political Science at St. John's University in Collegeville, Minnesota.
He has co-authored and co-edited  numerous books on Central
America, the Caribbean and Spain including Democracy and
Socialism in Sandinista Nicaragua, The 1990 Elections in
Nicaragua, The Undermining of the Sandinista Revolution, Cuba—
A Different America, and Politics and Change in Spain. He is also
co-author with Harry Vanden of Politics in Latin America: The
Power Game. He has received numerous research grants including
an NEH Summer Stipend and a Fulbright Central American
Republics Research Grant. 

Sarah Sarzynski, Ph.D. student in Latin American History at the
University of Maryland, College Park, is currently writing her
dissertation “Misery, Memory, and Tragedy: A History of Rural
Social Activism in Northeastern Brazil.” It is about memory,
identity, and the Ligas Camponesas. She received her M.A. in Latin
American Studies from the University of Arizona (2001), and has
recently presented a paper on U.S. representations of Northeastern
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Brazil from 1945 to 1985: “‘Cheaper than a Coke in a Swanky
Hamburger Joint’ and ‘Other’ Discourses of Nordestinos During the
Cold War” (2004). 

Ellen R. Shaffer is a Director of the Center for Policy Analysis
(along with Joe Brenner).  The Center sponsors policy research and
analysis on trade and health, and on access to health care.  She also
is a Director of the Center for Policy Analysis on Trade and Health
(CPATH), which is a project of the broader Center, and explores the
links between international trade agreements, vital human services
and health. She is an Assistant Clinical Professor in the Department
of Clinical Pharmacy at the University of California, San Francisco.
She recently represented the American Public Health Association on
an international fact-finding mission to investigate a proposal to
privatize the water system in Ghana, and was lead author of a
resulting report on public health impacts. She has written a proposal
for a state-based universal health service, under a grant from the
California Health Care Options Project. The proposal extends her
work with U.S. Representative Barbara Lee on H.R. 3000, the U.S.
Universal Health Service Act. She served as health policy advisor to
U.S. Senator Paul Wellstone from 1992 to 1995, guiding staff work
on national health care reform and for managed care patients’ rights.
She previously negotiated health insurance benefits in major union
contracts, as a senior research analyst for the national Service
Employees International Union, and is a Certified Employee
Benefits Specialist. Recent projects include a review of the
literature on medication errors, research on deregionalization of
neonatal intensive care units in California and nationally, a book
chapter on the impact of the changing health care system on women
with breast cancer, and studies on the implications of health care
reform proposals for California immigrants and for other low-
income workers. She has a M.A. in Public Health from the
University of California at Berkeley, and completed a Ph.D. from
the School of Hygiene and Public Health at Johns Hopkins
University, with the benefit of a dissertation grant from the Agency
for Health Care Research and Quality. She has served on the
Governing Council and on the Joint Policy Committee of the
American Public Health Association.
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Harry E. Vanden teaches political science and Latin American
studies at the University of South Florida, Tampa. He has studied,
worked and lived in Latin America for many years. In the 1970s he
was a Fulbright scholar in Peru and stayed on to work with the
government of Juan Velasco Alvarado. He focused his studies on
Nicaraguan and Central American politics during the eighties and
early nineties. Other publications have focused on Latin American
Marxism, the peasantry, Inter-American relations and terrorism. In
addition to numerous articles and book chapters, he has published
six books, including:  National Marxism in Latin America, José
Carlos Mariátegui’s Thought and Politics; A Bibliography of Latin
American Marxism ; with Gary Prevost, Democracy and Socialism
in Sandinista Nicaragua;  and with Gary Prevost, eds, Undermining
the Sandinista Revolution. A second edition of Politics of Latin
America: the Power Game, written with Gary Prevost, is now being
prepared for Oxford University Press. He is a member of the
editorial board for Globalizations. Recent research has focused on
globalization and new political movements in Latin America.

Professor Vanden studied at the University of Madrid,
Albright College and the Maxwell School of Syracuse University.
He holds the Ph.D. from the New School University in New York City.

Alicia Ely Yamin, JD MPH is a human rights attorney with training
in public health whose work focuses on the intersections of health,
development policy and human rights, often with a particular focus
on women’s health and gender dimensions of policies.  Yamin
currently resides in Montevideo, Uruguay although she is an
Instructor in the Department of Health Policy and Management at
Harvard School of Public Health. From 1996 to 2002, Yamin was a
Staff Attorney at the Law and Policy Project and an Assistant
Professor at the Mailman School of Public Health at Columbia
University. From 1999 to 2002, she was on a salaried field
assignment for the Law and Policy Project in Lima, Peru, where she
worked with a variety of different nongovernmental organizations
(NGOs) and universities on issues relating to health and human
rights. Yamin participated in the founding and development of the
“Program on Human Rights and Health” at APRODEH (Asociación

338 ABOUT THE AUTHORS 



pro Derechos Humanos), the largest human rights NGO in Peru.
She continues to be a formal advisor to that Program as well as to
other NGOs in the region. In the United States, Yamin is Vice-
President of the Center for Economic and Social Rights and is on
the advisory boards of Physicians for Human Rights and the Center
for Policy Analysis on Trade and Health. Yamin has worked with
human rights NGOs in a variety of Latin American countries for
over fifteen years and has published widely on health and human
rights in both English and Spanish. In 2001-02 Yamin was awarded
the “Calderone Award for Outstanding Junior Faculty” by Columbia
University for research on the human rights implications of health
sector reform in Peru, the findings of which were just published in
a book from the University of San Marcos Press (Lima, Peru).

Yamin is a graduate of Harvard College (summa cum laude,
1987); Harvard Law School (cum laude, 1991) and the Harvard
School of Public Health (1996).

Robert P. Weber is an Associate Professor of political science at
Saint John's University, Collegeville, Minnesota. He received his
Ph.D. in 1976 from the University of Rochester, Rochester, New
York and has taught classes in American politics at Saint John's
since 1968. He served as a congressional fellow in 1977-78 in
Washington, D.C., working for Congressman John Breckinridge
and Senator Lee Metcalf. His publications include several articles
on Congress and numerous book reviews on different facets of
American politics.
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